Parents’ and Carers’ Right to Withdraw from Religious Education (RE)
In line with national legislation, parents and carers have the legal right to withdraw their child from any or all Religious Education (RE) lessons. This right is set out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, which requires schools to comply with such requests.
Your Right to Withdraw
· Parents and carers may request that their child is wholly or partly excused from RE taught in school. Schools are legally required to grant this request.
· You are not required to provide a reason for withdrawing your child.
· Students aged 18 or over may withdraw themselves from RE lessons.
How to Make a Withdrawal Request
· All requests must be made in writing to the headteacher.
· A written record of the request, discussion and outcome will be kept by the school.
What Happens When a Child Is Withdrawn?
· Pupils who are withdrawn will remain on school premises and will be supervised, but schools are not required to provide alternative teaching during RE sessions.
· Withdrawal from RE does not extend to other subjects in the National Curriculum where religion or belief may be discussed (e.g., History, PSHE).
Partial Withdrawal
Parents may request withdrawal from specific parts of RE rather than the whole subject. Schools may explain the importance of particular elements but will comply with the request.
Further Information
You can find more national guidance on the RE curriculum on the UK Government website:
What maintained schools must publish online – Curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online#curriculum

